
The most anticipated Ascent Canopy yet has arrived with 

development for the new Toyota Hilux SR5 dual cab now 

successfully complete. Incorporating a new unique shell styled to 

suit the SR5 Hilux, the Ascent canopy combines tried and proven 

ARB designs, while incorporating innovative and additional features 

necessary to meet and exceed our customers’ current and future 

expectations. 

This premium canopy complements the Hilux SR5 dual cab pick-up by 

offering an exciting, stylish and superior product. The Ascent comes 

standard with 2 lift-up tinted side windows and our existing lift-up 

clear glass front window. As this canopy incorporates industry leading 

features as standard, customised options are the replacement of the 

side lift-up window with a pop-out style window.
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Description: 

ARB Canopy - Ascent

Application: 

Toyota Hilux SR5 Oct 2015+

Part No. : 

Refer to Table
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Refer to Table

Product Group: 

127 – ARB Ascent Canopy 

Availability Date: 

December 2015
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Design & Development: 

ARB’s commitment to continued excellence is driven by the desire to meet the current and future needs of 

our customers. And so, we are proud to present the latest addition to our new generation, premium Ascent 

Canopy range.

Features: 

Extending the range of canopy options for our discerning customers, the ARB Ascent canopy is full of 

industry leading features, designed to meet the ongoing needs of our customers.

With the design and quality expected from a manufacturer like ARB, the Ascent has new innovative features 

such as:

•	 Vanishing	edge	shell	design,	where	the	painted	canopy	seamlessly	integrates	with	the	painted	tub		
 of the vehicle

•	 Aerodynamic	styling	with	integrated	rear	spoiler	and	E	mark	approved	LED	brake	light
•	 Innovative,	patented	canopy	attachment	rail,	firmly	secured	to	the	recommended	vehicle	hard	points
•	 Frameless,	curved	&	tinted	glass	improves	the	appearance	of	the	canopy	from	all	angles
•	 Improved	security	with	remote	central	locking	for	rear	door	and	side	lift	up	windows,	activated	from		
 the vehicle key fob

•	 No	handles,	electronic	unlatching	of	the	side	lift	up	windows	and	rear	door
•	 Three	dimensional	curved	rear	door	glass	with	“invisible”	hinge
•	 Slimline	canopy	vent	provides	positive	pressure	inside	the	canopy	to	reduce	dust	ingress
•	 Improved	sealing	onto	the	vehicle	tub,	especially	at	the	rear	door/tailgate	junction
•	 Clean	visual	interior	incorporates	the	latest	design	to	conceal	fasteners	and	wiring	looms
•	 Automatic	activation	of	the	LED	interior	light	on	door	opening
•	 Plug-n-Play	wiring	harness	to	assist	with	installation	onto	the	vehicle

This is only a summary of the unique selling points and greater detail is provided in the tech spec section of 

this communication.

Technical Specifications:

To	gain	a	true	appreciation	of	the	materials,	design	and	build	quality,	the	Ascent	canopy	is	best	viewed	“in	
the	flesh”.	In	the	interim,	until	you	get	to	view	a	physical	canopy,	the	following	details	alert	you	to	the	points	
of difference in the Ascent canopy.

Exterior Design:

This	new	and	innovative	product	has	been	designed	from	the	“tub	up”.	Even	from	a	distance	you	can	see	
that this is not a classic ARB Canopy. The clean sleek lines start at the vanishing edge design which makes 

the	canopy	part	of	the	vehicle,	and	removes	the	traditional	black	jointing	rail.

Further	accentuating	the	clean	smooth	style	of	the	Ascent	are	the	full	frameless	windows	that	have	no	
protrusions	coming	through	the	tinted	glass.	Even	the	hinge	has	been	designed	so	that	it	is	“invisible”	from	
the exterior.
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Exterior Design:

The canopy shell styling incorporates 

class leading vacuum forming to 

accommodate the recessed window 

frame and double curved rear door to 

integrate with the vehicle styling. The 

specially formulated 9mm ABS plastic 

that our range of smooth canopies are 

made from is suitable worldwide for 

temperatures ranging from -20°C to 

90°C.

Adding to the style and functionality is a 

unique spoiler to aid airflow over the rear 

door	and	house	the	exterior	LED	brake	
light.

Solid Foundation:

ARB has a unique and well proven 

design for mount rails. We have 

applied the same principles for the 

Ascent’s	“new	over-the-rail”	design	
ensuring durability for our customers. 

The attachment method requires an 

internal bed rail to bolt onto the vehicle 

based mount rail. Attaching the internal 

bedrail to a vanishing edge single skin 

shell is truly innovative. Supporting the 

canopy and providing the attachment 

method to the Hilux SR5 are the strong 

mount	rails	configured	to	bolt	onto	the	
recommended	fixing	points	within	the	
tub design. 

Clamp designs were evaluated during 

the	design	and	considered	insufficient	
for the rigours of 4WDing as expected 

from our customers. The Ascent canopy 

mounting	system	benefits	from	this	
rich	history	and	will	also	enjoy	the	same	
durability and success of the existing 

canopy range.

 

ARB Ascent Canopy - Toyota Hilux 2015 on     3 - 9 ABN 31 006 708 756

http://www.arb.com.au


Ascent Canopy Glass:

The exterior glass really sets this 

canopy apart from our existing products. 

Continuing the tradition of manufacturing 

canopy windows and doors in-house, 

ARB has undertaken the full design, 

development and manufacture of 

the rear door and side windows with 

exceptional results.

Visually	appealing,	the	frameless	glass	
provides a smooth and clean canopy 

exterior. You will notice that there are 

no hole penetrations for hinge hardware 

or	strut	brackets.	In	fact	the	only	holes	
in the glass are on the pop-out window 

latch and the rear door grip.

The exterior glass is tempered auto 

glass, 5mm thick with a dark grey 

tint (28% visual light transmission) 

manufactured	to	International	Standards	
ECE43R.

Windows and Door:

Where are the handles?

Perhaps	the	most	significant	change	
is the innovative design which makes 

mechanical handles redundant. Ascent 

incorporates electronic latching for the 

rear door and side lift up windows, 

replacing the need for handles and 

importantly provides an easy one-handed 

operation to lift or close the glass. 

Activation and Security

Conveniently located, the waterproof 

switch is housed in the rear door grip, 

and for each side window, a waterproof 

switch is located at the front edge of the 

canopy.
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Windows and Door 

Cont.:

When unlatched, the glass will lift 

slightly until fully opened by the operator. 

The gas strut geometry and design 

specification	enables	a	nice	smooth	lift	of	
the glass and lower closing force. Whilst 

the	industry	term	is	“slam-shut”	latching,	
the ARB design does not require much 

force to shut and latch the window or 

door,	we	call	it	the	“easy	close”	system.	
 

The electronic latching includes (as 

standard) a highly requested feature - 

remote central locking for the canopy. 

Utilising the vehicle remote, all electronic 

latches will lock or unlock at the same 

time as the vehicle. Creating consistency 

with the vehicle security, if the vehicle 

is unlocked and the vehicle doors have 

not been opened, the vehicle and 

canopy will auto lock as per the vehicle 

specifications.

What	happens	if	my	car	battery	is	flat	or	I	
lose	my	vehicle	keys/remote?	
The Ascent canopy has a manual key 

over-ride on the rear door (2 keys 

supplied). One of these keys can be 

placed in a secure and accessible 

location on the vehicle for such an event. 

If	the	battery	in	the	vehicle	remote	goes	
flat, the vehicle key will unlock all vehicle 

and canopy doors.

The convenience of using the vehicle’s 

remote to access the canopy cannot be 

understated, and makes the Ascent an 

easy product to sell as the customers are 

seeking this popular feature.

Side windows are available in lift-up 

configuration	(standard)	or	pop-out	
configuration	(optional).	The	lift-up	
window provides an opening aperture 

equivalent to the dual cab Classic lift-up 

window. The pop-out replaces the sliding 

window option and can be securely 

latched open (50mm aperture).
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Interior Design:

When we head inside the Ascent canopy 

we	find	that	the	clean	smooth	lines	
continue. One of our mandates for the 

design was that internally it must be 

un-cluttered and maximise the available 

space. 

Wherever possible, the design hides any 

fasteners or wiring loom, and the canopy 

interior is master batched to a cool grey 

colour along with the new roof support 

for a consistent visual appeal. 

For	the	side	lift	up	windows,	a	rounded	
plastic cover conceals the latch 

mechanism and provides a smooth edge 

when reaching into the canopy.

Staying inside the canopy, we have a 

36	LED	light	(2.5	Watt	small	current	
draw) that is mounted above the rear 

door to achieve maximum illumination 

throughout	the	canopy.	The	interior	LED	
light incorporates a 3 way switch which 

can be set to turn on automatically when 

the rear door is opened. This can be 

overridden	by	the	switch	adjacent	to	the	
light	for	either	On/Off/Door.	

Protection against Dust 

and Water:

Every Ascent ABS canopy shell 

is robotically trimmed to exacting 

tolerances	for	the	fitment	of	the	ARB	
slimline	vent.	As	standard	fitment,	
the vent provides positive pressure to 

reduce dust ingress through the tailgate, 

and provides constant ventilation when 

required.

Significant	design	improvement	has	
come in the form of the bulb seal design 

and	specification.	Manufactured	from	
dimensionally stable thermoplastic, 

the	seals	are	of	a	“push-in”	design	
and can be easily replaced if needed. 

The	rear	door	to	tailgate	seal	is	affixed	
to the aluminium extrusion with high 

specification	adhesive	and	the	ends	of	
the seal are mechanically held in place 

with unique end caps.
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Cont:

After listening to our customers, we have 

designed a special seal for the lower rear 

door corners to reduce the visual daylight 

and potential for water and dust ingress 

as found in other canopies.

The complete canopy has undergone 

weather testing and automated car wash 

testing with outstanding results. 

Installation:

To	assist	installation,	the	Ascent	canopy	is	supplied	with	the	main	weather	seal	already	fitted	to	the	
canopy	and	a	complete	wiring	loom	is	wired	to	the	canopy	with	Plug-n-Play	wiring	to	the	vehicle.	While	the	
customer	may	not	be	aware	of	this,	it	makes	fitting	the	electrical	system	on	the	Ascent	canopy	mistake-
proof and a faster exercise.

Each	Ascent	canopy	is	identified	with	a	unique	serial	number	at	the	time	of	assembly.	The	label	has	serial	
number details (which can be tracked to a work order, time of build and build personnel) plus the key code 

details. This label is placed on the inside, left hand rear corner of the canopy.

Like	all	our	canopies,	the	ARB	Ascent	canopy	is	backed	by	our	3	year/60,000km	warranty	with	local	spare	
parts and after sales support.

Model Range:

Toyota Hilux SR5 Oct 2015+ Dual Cab

The canopy is only suitable for the SR5 model with an A Deck tub (Roll top, Sport bar or headboard to be 

removed).

Note: This canopy is not suitable for the J Deck tub.
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ARB Ascent Canopy Ordering:

Canopy Part Number and Price

Ascent	canopies	are	available	in	smooth	finish	with	lift	up	front	window.	The	part	number	is:

AC = Ascent Canopy 

06		=	Applicable	vehicle	Toyota	Hilux	MY16	SR5	Dual	Cab
C   = Two lift-up side windows - standard build (A and B window variants, built to order product)

Part Number Description

Ex: Works Melbourne (check paint colour availability)

AC06C

Ascent Canopy 

Lift	up	L	/	Lift	up	R	
windows

Made to order from Melbourne

AC06A
Ascent	Canopy	Pop	L	/	

Pop	R	windows

AC06B
Ascent	Canopy	Lift	up	L	

/	Pop	R	windows

Ascent Canopy Accessories:

The	new	innovative	Ascent	design	has	also	led	to	Ascent-specific	designs	for	the	roof	load	carrying	solutions.	As	with	all	
our roof carrying systems, they are designed in accordance with, and tested to Australian Standard AS1235:2001. The 

ARB canopy roof load systems have been successfully designed with the rigours of the 4WD environment top of mind.

The basis for any canopy roof load carrying solution is the transfer of mass to a solid foundation. The solid foundation of 

the Ascent mount rail provides a platform for additional support. Whilst the Ascent canopy is not rated to carry any roof 

load un-aided, this can be transformed very simply with the addition of the ARB engineered internal support brackets. 

Internal	support	for	the	Ascent	is	a	significant	change	from	the	existing	Classic	canopy	internal	frames.	Simple	in	design,	
yet offering an integrated approach to load carrying, the internal brackets fasten to the strong base rail and window 

frame without impeding side window access or encroaching on valuable internal storage space.

New ARB trade style roof racks in steel and alloy (with mesh) have been designed for the Ascent canopy, along with 

special	mounting	feet	(similar	to	an	ARB	Prado	roof	rack	attachment).	The	load	carrying	capacity	is	100kg	payload	onto	
these racks. Both the steel and alloy rack will be suitable for additional ARB roller kits to assist material loading.

The	cross	bar	solution	for	the	Ascent	canopy	has	been	designed	specifically	for	this	application	as	the	requirements	of	
Australian	Standard	AS1235:2001,	also	apply	to	cross	bars.	Through	significant	and	comprehensive	development,	we	
have met and exceeded these requirements.

The mount kit also sees the designed bracket heights to align with a single cross bar on the vehicle cabin for customers 

wishing to carry long cargo. Creating the alignment is a set of special support brackets which combine with cross bars 

from	the	Thule	range.	The	Professional	and	Wingbar	range	offer	a	combined	100kg	load	carrying	over	the	two	bars	in	an	
urban or off road environment. 
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Arb Ascent Canopy Roof Carrying Systems Ordering:

Part Number Description Vehicle Application

41480201 Internal	Brackets	Set	–	Ascent
For	all	roof	bars	&	racks

Toyota Hilux SR5 Oct 

2015+

41141102 Roof	Bar	Mount	Kit	–	Ascent
Toyota Hilux SR5 Oct 

2015+

GL961	
Thule Wing Bar 

2	Pcs.118	cm
Not	vehicle	specific

GL861
Thule	Aero	Bar	Pack	

2	Pcs.120cm
Not	vehicle	specific

GL761
Thule	Square	Bar	Pack	

2	Pcs.120	cm.
Not	vehicle	specific

41141043 Mounts	Roof	Rack	Ascent	
Hilux SR5 

Toyota Hilux SR5 Oct 

2015+

4900050M
Roof Cage – 1850 x 1250 

Alloy – Ascent

Toyota Hilux SR5 Oct 

2015+

4000050
Roof Cage – 1850 x 1250 

Steel – Ascent

Toyota Hilux SR5 Oct 

2015+

1 Required with any roof bar or rack installation
2 Roof bar kit suits either OE gutter mount or track mount cabin bars.
3Must	be	used	with	roof	rack	installation

Canopy Assembly:

The investment in the new canopy design with new windows and doors has also seen ARB invest in new 

manufacturing	techniques,	jigs	and	fixtures	for	the	assembly	of	the	Ascent	canopy.

In	the	initial	launch	phase	of	the	new	Hilux	Ascent	Canopy,	production	will	be	provided	by	the	ARB	
Melbourne	canopy	facility	in	early	December	2015	with	production	to	also	commence	in	our	QLD	build	
facility early in 2016.

The	Ascent	will	be	fully	painted,	assembled	and	packaged	in	Melbourne	for	shipping	to	our	customer.	The	
carton for the Ascent is slightly larger than a standard Classic canopy carton, however we have incorporated 

into the carton strengthened corners to assist with transportation and storage 3 high where applicable.

In	summary,	the	Ascent	Canopy	has	been	developed	using	the	latest	technology,	and	has	been	specifically	
designed with customer input, supported by the reliable ARB experience. What we have achieved is a 

feature-packed canopy to add to, and complement, the existing range. Our extensive validation proves that 
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